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1. Margherita Taylor is the only female presenter at Capital Radio, one of
London's top music radio stations. She got into radio while she was a student in
Birmingham. Along with hundreds of other hopefuls, she and a friend queued for hours
in the rain to take part in a 'Search for a Star' competition held by a local radio station,
BRMB. "I had to read a travel script and a weather script, talk about myself for a
minute, then introduce a record." Within days the phone call came to say that her voice
had earned her a regular show on BRMB. Truly the stuff dreams are made of. After
working there for 18 months, she was offered a job with Capital.

2. Margherita claims never to get nervous before a show. "You can't get nervous
because then you make mistakes, she says. Of course, there has been the odd disaster.
"For instance, when I did my first live concert show at BRMB, I'd only done one
programme. In front of a crowd of 50,000, I went on stage to introduce a certain well-
known singer. I said: "Please welcome our next performer. You know her best for hits
like." Then I just went blank. There was this silence from the crowd, and for the life of
me | couldn't think what she'd sung. That's one occasion that will stay with me for
ever."

3. Margherita says that her own musical tastes are varied. But she doesn't pick her
own music for the show. The Capital computer selects the records in advance from a
list approved by the station managers. "The station has a certain sound, and if we all
picked our own music, it wouldn't sound like Capital," she says."But for someone who
likes music, this is a dream job. I get to go to concerts and meet the bands you can hear
on my show. It's great to hear the "behind the scenes"gossip."

4. Most people would expect that a presenter's most important qualities are a nice
voice and huge amounts of confidence, but Margherita says that basic maths is handy
as well. "You have to make sure that you've got an eye on everything that's going on in
the studio, but you've got to be able to add and subtract and think in minutes and
seconds," she says. "You're dealing with timed records, and you have to be ready to
switch to the news at exactly the right second. If you're going over to a live event, you
need to be ready for that on time, not a second earlier or later."

5. Margherita Taylor is very nice and very easy-going, but very much in control.
She is so much a "Capital Radio girl" that you might think she is just doing a good job
for the station's publicity department, although you know what she's saying really
comes from the heart. She smiles a lot, laughs a lot and is generally a great advert for
Capital.
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What do we learn about Margherita in the first paragraph?

1) She became a radio presenter by chance.
2) She expected to win the competition.
3) She was keen to become a radio presenter.
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